SULLA
AFTER the red terror, came the white. Three years later,
having conquered Mithridates, Sulla returned to Rome,
bent on reprisals. They in no way fell short of the
massacres perpetrated by Marius, but, if one may so
express it, they were more orderly. Sulla, the senators*
champion, was a stickler for form. He caused himself
to be legally invested with power to reform the constitu-
tion. That formality having been complied with, the
'purge5 commenced and was pursued methodically.
Lists were drawn up and handed to various assassins,
who proceeded to carry out their instructions in the
victims' own homes. Nor were these bravos recruited
solely from the soldiery, or the common herd. People
of high social position, patricians, did not disdain to
wreak their vengeance in person. The famous Catiline,
in particular, distinguished himself by the refinements
of torture which he inflicted on his victims.
The work was paid for, so to speak, by the job, and
the price of blood rose as high as two talents per head,
that is to say to rather less than five hundred pounds of
our money. Thus there was no lack of volunteers.
From Rome the terror spread far and wide over the
whole of Italy. Every city known to entertain Marian
sympathies was held to ransom, sacked, and its magis-
trates murdered in cold blood.
Having thus choked with blood, so to speak, all
possibility of opposition, at least for some time to come,
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